
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – September 14, 2015
Council President Aaron Schoen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen, Tom Nolan, Scott Zillmer, Arlyn Fischer, Ken Williamson
Others present: Chief Kevin Schultz, Dave Mattes, John Bork, Dan Brandenburg, Trinitie Wilke, Mike Lefebvre (Graef), John and Kayleen Thoma, Ronn Whitford
Arriving later: Attorney Mike Meyer (6:01 p.m.)

m/s/c Hoffmann/Fischer to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Williamson/Hoffmann to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Zillmer/Fischer to approve the minutes of August 10, 2015
Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  
John Thoma, 129 Parkview Ave. – Thoma has had issues regarding noise from the neighboring Marion Plywood Corporation since they went to a 24 hour operation 1 ½ years ago. Approximately 5 months ago, something changed and the noise level increased; Thoma attributes it to a new piece of equipment; he hears it at all hours and considers it a nuisance. He wants clarification on whether certain MPC parcels are zoned residential or manufacturing and wants the city to work with MPC on acceptable hours of operation of certain equipment that complies with the noise ordinances.  
Ronn Whitford, 601 W. Ramsdell – Whitford thanked Dave, John and the rest of the city crew for the wonderful job they did in the parks this summer.
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus and the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp were in the packets. The Wisconsin Taxpayer newsletter did not arrive in time. Also in the packets were invites to the Veterans Memorial Dedication and to the fall meeting of the Waupaca County Highway Department.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  
Public Protection: Williamson reported on the meeting held September 8th. Schultz recommended Jackson Wilson for the 3rd full-time officer position. Painting and clean-up was done at 315 Siegert; unregistered vehicles were taken care of on NE 2nd Street. Part-time Officer Benitez resigned. There have been temperature control issues with the K9 squad. A crash on Highway 45 took the life of an 89 year old man. Schultz participated with the SWAT team on a federal heroin warrant in Waupaca. The hiring of the 3rd full-time officer was deferred to council. m/s/c Zillmer/Hoffmann to approve the Public Protection minutes of September 8th.
Community Properties: Zillmer reported on the meeting held September 8th. The improvements to Veterans Park turned out very nice. The Legion wants to donate another $5,000 to continue the improvements. The Legion was thanked for their contribution and a job very well done. The committee decided to stop renting out city equipment. The Lions Club & Pond Association will contribute towards fuel for the plowing the pond. The driveway at 203 E. Garfield will be paved due to a storm sewer issue; Attorney Meyer will draft a waiver. The paving of green space by the fire hall was tabled until it’s decided what will be done with the alley behind city hall. Waupaca County is considering turning over the former “Nose” lot to the city; the hole in the corner of the lot has been filled in and barricaded off to keep a vision triangle. Reconstructing Bennett, SW 1st and the alley behind city hall was discussed. Vacating the frontage road by St. Mary’s and creating a cul-de-sac on NE 6th Street were also discussed. The Civic Group disbanded and wants to contribute some of their remaining funds for park improvements. The DNR pond grant monies were received. The new snow blower is in. 
Mike Lefebvre said the proposed street reconstruction projects are going to be complex because the streets are in bad disrepair. Soil borings and a complete site survey should be done now if work is to be done in 2016. The cost of the borings and survey is estimated to be $15,000. Nolan expressed concern over spending $300,000 to redo the roads; he doesn’t want to spend money on preliminary work if they decide not to redo the roads. The borings and surveys will provide information for future use. The alley behind city hall has storm sewer issues that should be addressed. Discussion on just doing the borings and site work behind city hall; initial costs would be lower, but you pay more in the long run to come back and do the rest later. Bork said they’ve tried to save money in the past by not doing borings on projects and it resulted it numerous add-on costs. Schoen would like to see all the testing done now so they know what they’re up against. m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Williamson to approve the Community Properties/Streets meeting minutes with Graef proceeding with all the soil borings and land surveys as discussed. 
City Finance: Schoen reported on the meeting held August 10th. The bills were reviewed and in order. The 2014 police expense overage was due to an IT audit, squad repairs, cell phones/cradle points and part-time officer recruitment. So far, the 2015 police expenses are under budget but the wages are over. m/s/c Zillmer/Hoffmann to approve the Finance minutes from August 10th.
The minutes from the meeting held earlier tonight were not complete. 
Water & Sewer:  

Streets & Highways:  

Board Reports:
Library Board:  

Zoning Board of Appeals:
Board of Health:  

Utility Board: Minutes were on the table.
City Plan Commission:
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer: No report.
Fire: Written report was in the packets.
Library: Wilke left at 6:30 p.m. due to staffing issues; no report. 
Police: Written report was in the packets. Chief Schultz reported the temperature control system in the K9 squad keeps track of the temperature so it doesn’t get too warm or too cold for the dog. It’s working now, but before it was alerting it was too hot even though the air conditioner was working; the windows would roll down and wouldn’t go back up. Schultz thanked the Fire Department for their assistance at the fatal car crash and Grace Family Church for the September 11th service honoring service personnel; Schultz will review the noise ordinance regarding the Thoma complaint. 
Street: Mattes reported $300 was received from the Lions Club towards fuel for plowing the pond. 
Water & Sewer: Bork reported curb stop work will be done around town in the upcoming weeks. 
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report: No Report
Marion Pond Association: Whitford said the Pond Association will also contribute $300 towards fuel for plowing roads on the pond. They appreciate the well-plowed roads for the derby and ice fishing. 
New Business:
a. Set Trick-or Treat Hours: Inspire Nutrition is holding a Halloween walk/run on Saturday, Oct. 31st; the race starts at 7:00 p.m.  m/s/c Fischer/Williamson to hold trick-or-treat hours from 5-7 p.m. on October 31st.
b. Set Public Hearing – Possible Retail Conditional Use under Manufacturing: A proposed Dollar General store would require a conditional use to operate in a manufacturing zone. The Plan Commission is reviewing it Sept 21st and will make their recommendation; council needs to hold a public hearing before making a final decision. m/s/c Williamson/Hoffmann to set a public hearing on a conditional use for Dollar General on Monday, October 12th at 5:45 p.m.
c. Approval of New Firefighters – Tyler Hines and Kevin Grunewald: m/s/c Williamson/Fischer to approve Tyler Hines and Kevin Grunewald as new firefighters. Zillmer abstained.
d. Approval of Hiring of Full-Time Police Officer: Tabled back to committee.
e. Applications for Operator’s Licenses: None.

Unfinished Business:  
Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll Vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/c uroll Hoffmann/Fischer to approve the payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Money transfers included $64,967 transferred from the City Money Market Account to Pooled Cash on August 11th to pay monthly bills; $198,730 transferred from Pooled Cash to the City Money Market Account on August 31st to earn higher interest on August tax settlements. m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Williamson to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:
Public Protection w/Town Advisory
9/17

6:00 pm (fire hall)

Plan Commission


9/21

4:00 pm

Board of Appeals


10/1

4:00 pm







Joint Community Properties/Street
10/5

4:00 pm
Public Protection


10/5

5:15 pm
Utility Board



10/7

4:00 pm 
Finance



10/12

5:00 pm (changed)
Public Hearing – Conditional Use
10/12

5:45 pm (added)
Council



10/12

6:00 pm
Closed Session: N/A
Open Session: N/A
m/s/c Williamson/Fisher to adjourn. Time: 6:40 p.m.

Mary S. Rogers

Clerk-Treasurer
