
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – September 10, 2012

Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Ronn Whitford, Scott Zillmer, Richard Paisar, Carol Polzin, Aaron Schoen
Absent: Arlyn Fischer

Others present: Mayor Patricia Mielke, John Bork (MCO), Michael Lefebvre (Graef), Trinitie Wilke, Dave Mattes, City Attorney Michael Meyer.

Arriving at 6:47 p.m. was Helene Pohl
m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Paisar/Polzin to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the council minutes of August 13, 18, and 20, 2012.

Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  Citizen to appear on the Town of Union sand fracking will be allowed to speak later if she arrives. Deferred.
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus, League of Wisconsin Municipalities, Waupaca County Economic Development Corp. and The Wisconsin Taxpayer were in the packets. Mielke asked the council to review the League Letter on funding for blighted properties.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  No Report.

Public Protection: Polzin recapped the minutes from August 13th. An assessment center was held on the 18th. The K9 Agreement is being reviewed by Bonduel. The Committee decided not to reimburse Hughes for a patch display board he purchased in June. The committee voted to sell the 2007 squad and requested the monthly report be smaller. They also discussed the installation of a new computer in the squad car and the muni-court. The new warning siren is up and working.
Polzin reported they also met on September 4th. Schultz and Krause were asked to complete the PI Analysis for police chief as will any viable candidate. Four more candidates are scheduled for another assessment center at the end of the month. There was nothing new on the K9 Agreement. Muni-Court budget was reviewed; CORRECTION NOTED: Marion’s estimated appropriation is $1,487 not $15,000. The 2012 Duck & Goose Hunt was approved with no fee. The police and building inspector are following-up on some nuisance properties. The K9 was used to find a drunk driver that fled. The monthly police report has been minimized.  Polzin reported Chaney said the Florida police chief candidate is in Wisconsin this week and wants to know if he could interview within the next 6 days. m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the Public Protection minutes from August 13th and September 4th (w/correction).
Community Properties:  Schoen reported they met jointly with the Street Committee on September 4th. The garbage collection proposal from Harter’s was approved. The cost is $8.98/month and includes a 95 gallon cart for garbage; smaller carts can be arranged. The recycling is bin is .25 cents extra for a total cost of $9.23/month. This is a decrease from the current rate of approximately $11.97/mo. Recyclables will be picked up weekly and will no longer need to be separated. The committee walked through the police department and discussed improvements. Nothing on the sledding hill. Mattes is working on possible grant money from FEMA for work on West Garfield and Lions Point. The softball field is finished. The city crew is working on repairs to 107 W. Perry. m/s/c Zillmer/Polzin to approve the Community Properties/Street Committee minutes of September 4th.   

City Finance: Minutes from earlier tonight were not available. Tabled for next month.
Water & Sewer:  No report.

Streets & Highways:  No report.

Board Reports:
Library Board:  No report.
Zoning Board of Appeals: No report.
Board of Health:  No report.

Utility Board:  Minutes were on the table. 
City Plan Commission:  No report.

Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer:  No report.
Fire:  Report was on the table.
Library: The library will be closed September 11th for training on the computer system.  A Library System and Technology Act (LSTA) grant was applied for to install “hearing loops”; the loops help eliminate background noise and make everything clearer for those wearing hearing devices; they will know in January if the grant is received. The library is starting an A-Z program for the fall. 26 volunteers will participate in the parade at the Caroline Colorama – one for each letter.
Police:  No report.  
Street:  Mattes handed out a rough draft of duties and work schedules. Mielke asked him to bring it up at committee. Paisar asked about some trimming; Mattes will take care of with the brush pick-up on Friday. Schoen asked what Mattes means by “Pond Goals” in the report; Mattes said it varies by month, but there is always something to do with the pond. Whitford had asked Mattes to come up with the list of everything they do so they have a response when the public asks. Paisar asked about chipping brush in February; the crew does do it. Mielke asked if other communities our size offer curb-side brush pick-up free of charge; Mattes thinks they do.
Water & Sewer:  Bork reported they are about 1/3 done GPS’ing the curb stops.
Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  Helene Pohl appeared. She gave information on sand fracking in Wisconsin – specifically at a proposed site in the Town of Union. She said the fracking does not agree with the Comprehensive Plan and once the hills are gone, they won’t grow back. She wants to make everyone aware of the situation and get them involved. She requested the council consider drafting a letter to the county stating their concerns.
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report: Mielke reported the preliminary budget is being worked on and the finance committee was given some items to consider.

Marion Pond Association: No report.
New Business:
a. Temporary Order Suspending Non-Hunting in City Limits for Certain Species: Is for the duck/goose hunt. The committee approved. m/s/c Paisar/Zillmer to temporarily suspend non-hunting for the duck and goose season.
b. Operator’s License Applications: Submitted for approval were operator’s licenses for Cassandra J. Beyersdorf and Luann K. Karst. Both were approved by the police department. m/s/c Zillmer/Polzin to approve the operator’s licenses as presented. 
c. Halloween Trick-or-Treat Hours: m/s/c Paisar/Zillmer to set the trick-or-treat hours for 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. on October 31st.
Unfinished Business:  None. 
Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/uroll Schoen/Zillmer to approve the payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report and money transfers were included in the packets. Transfers included $100,000 on August 14th from the City Money Market Account to the Pooled Cash account to pay month bills and $248,662 on August 21 from the Pooled Cash account to the City Money Market account to earn higher interest on the August settlement funds. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Polzin to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Public Protection w/ Towns

9/19

6:00 pm (fire hall)
Community Properties/Street
10/1

4:00 pm
Public Protection/Personnel

10/1

5:15 pm 







Utility Board


 
10/3

4:30 pm 

Finance Committee


10/8

5:00 pm 

Council




10/8

6:30 pm

After discussion, the council was in agreement that the Florida police chief candidate should come back for the assessment center at the end of the month. No separate interview will occur.

Special Council/Assessment Center tentatively scheduled for 9/29 at 9:00 am (fire hall)

Finance will meet on 9/24 at 3:30 p.m. to begin work on the 2013 budget.

Mayor Mielke will be gone from October 4th through the 12th.

Closed Session: Not needed.

Open Session: N/A
m/s/c Polzin/Zillmer to adjourn. Time: 7:07 p.m.

 Mary S. Rogers 
Clerk-Treasurer

