
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – August 12, 2013
Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen, Arlyn Fischer, Scott Zillmer, Ken Williamson
Absent: Tom Nolan
Others present: Dave Mattes, Trinitie Wilke, Jarren Wilke, Tressa Wilke, Dan Brandenburg, Interim Chief Todd Chaney, Mike Lefebvre (Graef), Gene Stuhr, City Attorney Mike Meyer
Arriving at 6:38 p.m. were Manawa Mayor John Smith, Manawa Police Chief Dave Walker
m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve all the council minutes of July 8, 2013.

Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  None.
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus, The Wisconsin Taxpayer and the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp. were in the packets. A meeting invite from the Waupaca County Emergency Management Office was in the packets; Mattes will attend the meeting on August 29th. Also in the packets was a thank you from the library for the help with the Tractors, Trucks and Dirt party.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  No Report.

Public Protection: Schoen reported they met August 5th at 5:15 p.m. The committee reconsidered the residency requirement and chose to abolish it entirely for everyone. An update was given on the status of nuisance properties. The 2013 duck and goose hunt was approved. There were discussions on computer upgrades and the computer contract renewal. A motion was made to proceed with an intergovernmental shared use agreement to establish a Marion/Manawa Police Chief position. There was also a motion to share Manawa part-time officers. m/s/c Fischer/Zillmer to approve the Public Protection/Personnel minutes of August 5.
Community Properties:  Schoen reported they met August 5. Airtite Environmental quoted $850 for asbestos sampling at The Nose; they also quoted $500 for asbestos sampling at the duplex behind The Nose. Joint talks with Waupaca County about tearing down The Nose are ongoing. The DNR authorized wider harvesting lanes on the pond. Still waiting on pond sample results to see why we didn’t get a good kill rate on the milfoil. The mowing schedule was rearranged to accommodate the Meister's. The new mower is reducing mow time by about 1 day a week. The Miester’s are okay with signing a liability/damage waiver for use of city equipment. The Marion Lioness offered to pay for and reconstruct the Veteran's Park flower bed. The committee voted to replace the air conditioning unit that serves the police, ambulance and barber shop for $3,500. Lion’s point will be updated with zone controls for heating/cooling. They approved a Great Lakes quote of $8,140 for televising, cleaning and structural repairs to storm sewers. The new fee for lawn mowing/snow removal is $150 per occurrence. The brush at the Voss farm will be ground soon. m/s/c Zillmer/Fischer to approve the Community Properties/Street Committee minutes of August 5th.
City Finance: Zillmer reported on the July 8th meeting. The monthly bills and bank statements were reviewed and found to be in order. They also discussed options for paying for the fire truck in 2014. $40,000 for the chassis will be paid this month. $112,000 for the body will be due in 2014. m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the finance committee meeting minutes of July 8th. 
The August 12th Finance minutes from earlier tonight were not available.

Water & Sewer:  No report.

Streets & Highways:  No report.

Board Reports:
Library Board:  No report.
Zoning Board of Appeals: Zillmer reported they met August 1st to consider variances for Gene and Bruce Stuhr for a residential storage building and Steve and Aneta White for a front porch; both were granted. Minutes were in the packet.
Board of Health:  No report.

Utility Board:  Minutes were on the table.
City Plan Commission:  Mielke reported the Plan Commission met July 29th. Minutes were in packet.
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer:  None. 
Fire: Written reports for the months of June & July were in the packets. 
Library: Wilke reported the library was painted. The Mad Scientist program had over 50 attendees. Wilke thanked everyone for their input on the Tractors, Trucks and Dirt Party; it was a great success. The 5K Fun Run was also a success; it had 101 participants and 19 volunteers; this year it included a shaving cream slip and slide and other obstacles. About 650 people showed up for National Night Out; they ran out of food; the community donations were fantastic; the fireworks were amazing. The New Zoo was in today with the mobile petting zoo; they had about 60-70 participants. The Mayor thanked Wilke for coordinating the events.
Police:  Chaney reported they are working on another nuisance property on Meyer Street.
Street:  Mattes reported the building inspector was in town today and will be contacting Attorney Meyer on other nuisance properties.
Water & Sewer:  Hydrant flushing begins on Thursday and will continue all next week.
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report:  Mielke handed out a recap of the 2012 tax levies for Marion and the surrounding cities. Marion ranked closer to the lower end of the list at 25.57/per 1000. Finance received the first round of budget information tonight.
Marion Pond Association: No report.
New Business:
a. Conditional Use – 611 Sherman Street- Gene and Bruce Stuhr: Public hearing was held earlier. There were no comments. Plan Commission recommended approval. M/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the Conditional Use for 611 Sherman Street for Gene and Bruce Stuhr.
b. Certified Survey Map – 615 Sherman Street – City of Marion: Survey map for the city garage parcel was submitted for approval. Plan Commission recommended approval. m/s/c Zillmer/Fischer to approve the certified survey map for 615 Sherman Street.
c. Network Solutions Computer Support Agreement Renewal (August 1 2013- December 31, 2013): Agreement is for $1,245 a month and covers the remaining 5 months of this year. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Williamson to approve the NSI Computer Support Agreement.
d. Approval of New Firefighter - Erik Rasmussen: m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve Erik Rasmussen as a new firefighter. Abstaining was Zillmer. 
e. Temporary Order Suspending Non-Hunting in the City Limits for Certain Species: Order allows the police to issue permits to hunt duck and geese around the pond. A petition requesting the hunting be stopped was received earlier today from Robert Malueg; it has about 22 signatures; most signatures are from property owners adjacent to or across from the pond. Mielke read aloud the reasons sighted in the petition. Mattes said about 35 geese are on the pond right now. Chaney reported no noise complaints were received last year. Brandenburg reported the noise is not an issue for him as a resident on the pond. m/s/uroll Schoen/Zillmer to approve an order to temporarily suspend non-hunting in the city limits for certain species.
f. Intergovernmental Shared Use Agreement – Marion/Manawa Police Chief: The revised final agreement was in the packets. Item 12 (f) was altered at the direction of the committee. Mielke introduced and welcomed Chief Walker and Manawa Mayor John Smith. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Schoen to approve the intergovernmental shared use agreement with Manawa for the police chief.
Mielke stated she is looking forward to working together; Mayor Smith thinks this is going to be a great endeavor and that other small communities will be looking at us to see how we progress. He thinks joint service agreements like this will be necessary in the future in order to survive. Mielke was told by the auditor that he will be using this as a model to other communities to consider the idea.
g. Possible Property Lease Agreement or Sale: Meyer reported Seth Laatsch agreed to the terms of the lease for the parking lot across the street. Laatsch will use it as a used car lot. There will be no building. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Schoen for the City to enter into a lease agreement with Seth Laatsch for $150 per month for a period of three years; during the term of the lease he will have the option to buy at any time for the price of $15,000; if he exercises that option, $50 of his monthly rental that he has paid up to that point will be credited against the purchase price; The lot would be utilized for the purpose for the sale of new or used vehicles; it would not entail damaged or junk vehicles to be stored there; if he wants to blacktop the lot, place a sign thereon, or put up fencing, he is allowed to do so as long as it conforms to the city zoning code or he obtains the proper conditional use permits or variances as applies to his initial endeavor of wanting to store and display cars therein the first instance.
h. Applications for Operator’s Licenses:  Applicants are Jennifer Moras, Carol J. Waschbisch, Sadhana Lamichhane, and Brittney Finger. All were approved by the police department. m/s/c Fischer/Williamson to approve the operator’s licenses as presented.
i. Application for Farmers Produce License – Karen Riemer: m/s/c Fischer/Williamson to approve the produce license for Karen Riemer.
Unfinished Business:  Chaney reported Elver is claiming that he was treated somewhat unfairly regarding a final payment of his health insurance. Chaney couldn’t find any error on the city’s part and would like Meyer to look at it. It amounts to $110. Rogers will get Meyer the paperwork. Mielke thanked Chaney for his services.
Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Schoen to approve payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report and money transfers were included in the packets. Transfers included $75,000 on July 9 from the City Money Market account to the Pooled Cash account to pay monthly bills, $82,812 on July 24 from Pooled Cash to the City Money Market account to earn higher interest on shared revenues and expenditure restraint monies, and $124,820 from Pooled Cash to the Water and Sewer Money Market to move the July Water and Sewer revenues less expenses. m/s/uroll Fischer/Williamson to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Community Properties/Street
9/3

4:00 pm

Public Protection/Personnel

9/3

5:00 pm 

Utility Board


 
9/4

4:30 pm 

Finance Committee


9/9

5:00 pm 

Council




9/9

6:30 pm

Closed Session:  Not needed.
Open Session:  N/A
m/s/c Fischer/Williamson to adjourn. Time: 7:05 p.m.
Mary S. Rogers
Clerk-Treasurer

