
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – May 13, 2013
Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Scott Zillmer, Arlyn Fischer, Ken Williamson, Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen, Tom Nolan
Others present: John Bork (MCO), Police Chief Chuck Elver Jr., Dave Mattes, City Attorney Michael Meyer, Dale Braun, Mike Lefebvre (Graef), Jeanne Lefebvre, Robert Eggleston, Esther Burns
Arriving later: Dave Thiel (6:42 p.m.), Todd Chaney (6:47 p.m.)
m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the council minutes of April 8 & 15 and May 6.

Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  None.
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus, League of Wisconsin Municipalities, The Wisconsin Taxpayer and the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp. were in the packets. Mielke strongly suggested the council review each.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  No Report.

Public Protection: Schoen reported they met May 6 at 5:15 p.m. The committee left it up to Chief Elver to come up with an eligibility list of part and full time officers to bring back to committee; some adjustments to pay will be made for new hires. A copy of the press release on public nuisances was provided; 25 properties have been identified; feedback has been positive. The Committee decided to do repairs to the 2009 Crown Vic instead of replacing it earlier than scheduled; the work will be done by Laatsch Auto for $2,301.17. The chief’s report of monthly activities was reviewed. The K9 fundraiser is coming up. m/s/c Zillmer/Nolan to approve the Public Protection minutes of May 6.
Community Properties:  Schoen reported they met May 6th at 4:00 p.m. Pat Blashe and BJ Schoneck appeared under citizen’s forum on behalf of their mother, Beulah Schoneck, regarding a dispute concerning the co-shared lease agreement for the Perry Avenue garage; they were advised it was a legal matter. A loading zone parking stall will be reinstated for Mid-town Grooming; this time it will be designated on W. Garfield, not Main Street; Mid-town will put up their own sign. Pond spraying was expected to begin in the next week or two. The uniform service agreement with Cintas’s was extended. Scott Koehnke, WI DNR, gave verbal approval for trenching, fill and matting to stop muskrat damage to the shoreline at Wallace Park; no permits are required; we will get it in writing. The Meister’s are requesting park hour extensions for July 16-19 & 26th. Mattes provided his monthly report. Mattes attended an all-day dam safety meeting in Shawano that he found very informative. The lower softball diamond was discussed; if anyone wants to use it, they will have to line it themselves. Mielke said insurance information requested by the Schoneck’s was provided to them. m/s/c Fischer/Nolan to approve the Community Properties/Street Committee minutes of May 6th.
City Finance: Zillmer reported they met earlier tonight at 5:30 p.m. They discussed ordinance changes and recommend removing the Scenic Overlay zoning and rezoning an area by the city garage to R2 to make it consistent with the rest of Sherman Street. They also reviewed the bills and bank statements and found them to be in order. m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to approve the finance minutes of May 13.
Water & Sewer:  No report.

Streets & Highways:  No report.

Board Reports:
Library Board:  No report.
Zoning Board of Appeals: No report.
Board of Health:  No report.

Utility Board:  Minutes were in packet.
City Plan Commission:  Minutes were in packet.
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer:  None.
Fire: None.
Library: Burns provided a handout detailing the summer reading program. It will begin on June 3rd and the theme is “Dig into Reading”. Activities & programs include Chris Fascione (juggler/storyteller), a Truck, Tractor and Dirt party, Jim Berkel (Mad Scientist), the Zoomobile, Mud Party, Worm Race, a revamped 5-K, a duck race and Family Night Out.
Police:  Elver said repairs to the 2009 Crown Vic will increase by $350.00 due to the discovery of a bad casing.
Street:  Mattes graduated from the Leadership class on Thursday; he thanked the council for opportunity to participate. The weed spraying was done today; sampling will occur on/off for the next 35 days. The water temperatures were right for a successful spray.
Water & Sewer:  Bork reported the water tower project is going well. Sandblasting should be done by the end of the week and painting done by the end of the month.
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Mielke attended Mattes’ Leadership class presentation on Youth Connections and said he represented the City very well. Rogers will attend next year.
Marion Pond Association: Braun reported the next meeting is May 20th at 6:30 p.m. Al Niebur is expected to give a fish report in the next month or two - after the testing/shocking is done. Initial reports are there a lot of bullheads, bluegills, crappies and perch, but they are small. 
New Business:
a. Resolution 2013-05: To Authorize the Participation of the City of Marion in Forming an East Central Wisconsin Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Regional Revolving Loan Fund:  Dave Thiel gave background on the CDBG business revolving loan fund. The Federal Government started the program to encourage business development to help low-moderate income families get jobs. A lot of the money at the local level is just sitting in banks. There is an effort underway to regionalize the business revolving loan funds and establish a new fund under a non-profit who will manage the fund; the new fund will not fall under HUD regulations. The idea behind regionalization is to get the money out there and working. The City would still have access to the funds and a representative from Marion will sit on the committee; the committee will have authority to approve loans up to $200,000. The proposed region encompasses 10 counties; the county committee will be in charge of loans over $200,000. Waupaca County passed the regionalization last month and several communities are expected to pass it this month. There will be no cost to the city; any transfer costs will be picked up by the State including attorney fees. Mielke stated this is the best thing to happen in a while. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Schoen to waive the reading and adopt Resolution 2013-05 (to Authorize the Participation of the City of Marion in Forming an East Central Wisconsin Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Regional Revolving Loan Fund).
b. Review of the Code of Ethics: The Code of Ethics was provided in packets for review. Council persons are to turn in signed acknowledgements to clerk.
c. Approval of the Fire Department Officers: Presented for approval were Fire Chief Joe Stuhr; Asst. Chief/President Jeff Haas; Asst. Chief/Sec/Treas Scott Zillmer; Capt./Training Officer Stephan Haas; Capt./Sgt. at Arms Jay Robenhagen; Lt./Vice President Jon Heiman; Lieutenant Matt Westphal; Engineer Ron Arndt. m/s/c Schoen/Fisher to approve the 2013-2014 fire department officers as presented. Abstaining was Zillmer.
d. Application for Temporary Class “B” Retailer’s License for the Marion Fire Department Softball Tournament, May 31 & June 1, 2013: m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the Temporary Class “B” Retailer’s License for the Marion Fire Department Softball Tournament, May 31 & June 1, 2013. Abstaining was Zillmer.
e. Consider Public Hearing for Ordinance Change – Delete and repeal section 625-20 Scenic Overlay: Lefebvre recapped the discussions so far on the scenic overlay zoning. Scenic Overlay doesn’t affect the areas already developed, but it could negatively impact potential development, especially in the industrial area along the highway. The way the section is written does not allow for the options of conditional uses or variances. The setback requirement of 75 feet is more restrictive than the county and state highway setback of 50 feet; the height requirement of no “higher than the surrounding vegetation” would mean nothing could be constructed taller than the grass on some lots. The Plan Commission recommended repealing the Scenic Overlay. m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve a public hearing for the ordinance change to delete and repeal the Scenic Overlay.
f.  Consider Public Hearing for Ordinance Change – Rezoning Described Area of 615 Sherman Street from Conservancy to R2:  The Sherman Street frontage area of the city garage parcel is being considered for rezoning. Described area is 175 feet deep. This would clean up the zoning for that area and make it consistent with the rest of the Sherman Street zoning of R2. m/s/c Nolan/Hoffmann to approve a public hearing for an ordinance change for the rezoning from Conservancy to R2 (described area of 615 Sherman Street).
g. Operator’s License Applications: Presented for approval were applications from Jennifer Larson, Brooke Baieri and Levi Barnick. Barnick was denied by the police department due an alleged violation. m/s/c Zillmer/Fischer to approve those operators that were approved by the police department (Jennifer Larson, Brooke Baieri).
Unfinished Business:  None.
Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/uroll Schoen/Fischer to approve payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report and money transfers were included in the packets. Transfer included $340,482.50 on April 29th from the Water and Sewer Money Market account to the Pooled Cash account to pay the Water & Sewer Bond Payment. m/s/uroll Schoen/Zillmer to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Community Properties/Street
6/3

4:00 pm

Public Protection/Personnel

6/3

5:15 pm 

Utility Board


 
6/5

4:30 pm 

Finance Committee


6/10

5:00 pm 

Public Hearing – Scenic Overlay
6/10

6:00 pm

Public Hearing – Rezoning

6/10

6:15 pm

Council




6/10

6:30 pm

Closed Session:  m/s/uroll Zillmer/Schoen to move into closed session according to ss19.85 (1) (g) for conferring with legal counsel for the governmental body who is rendering oral or written advice concerning strategy to be adopted by the body with respect to litigation in which it is or is likely to become involved (the dam) and ss 19.85(1) (c) considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility (personnel audit & review). Time: 7:06 p.m.
Open Session: m/s/c Hoffman/Schoen to move back into open session. Time: 7:56 pm
m/s/c Hoffmann/Schoen to adjourn. Time: 7:56 p.m.
Mary S. Rogers
Clerk-Treasurer

