
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – April 13, 2015
Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen, Scott Zillmer, Arlyn Fischer, Ken Williamson
Absent: Tom Nolan
Others present: Chief Dave Walker, Kevin Schultz, John Bork (MCO), Dave Mattes, Dan Brandenburg, Trinitie Wilke 
Arriving later: Attorney Michael Meyer (5:01 pm)
m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the minutes from March 9th.
Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  None.
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus, the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp, and the Wisconsin Taxpayer were in the packets; also in the packets were invites to the League of Wisconsin Municipalities Local Government Workshop and Davis & Kuelthau’s Annual Public Officials Program.

Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel: 
Public Protection: Williamson reported on the meeting held April 6th at 5:00 p.m. Public nuisance case management was reviewed; 315 Siegert Street was handed over to the building inspector. Franklin Smith was arrested on 3 counts of burglary for the 2014 cases of Kangaroo K’s, Perry’s Landing and Barnick’s. The department is getting trained to comply with new DNA law. Traffic and noise complaints around N. Parkview and Marion Plywood were received and investigated. m/s/c Hoffmann/Fischer to approve the minutes from April 6th for Public Protection.
Community Properties: Zillmer reported on the meeting held April 6th at 4:00 p.m. They approved transitioning the Girls Summer Recreation Program to a citizen group. One application for summer help was received and Aaron Hoffman was hired for the position. Austin Hoffman will be the other summer helper unless he gets an internship elsewhere. “The Nose” should be demolished within 3 weeks; Mattes was reminded to let Mary Bossell know when the demolition will occur. A grant of just under $30,000 was received to chemically treat the whole pond; the city portion of the whole pond spray will be about $5,000 this year; the Pond Association will kick in at least 10% of the city portion. The purchase of new playground equipment for approx. $15,000 was approved. They also approved the remodeling of the softball concession stand not to exceed $4,000. Bids will go out for crack filling and seal coating on E. Garfield and SE 2nd Street. The sewer at Lions Point shelter keeps freezing; the fix would cost around $12,000; the committee will wait to do anything until they learn what’s happening with the FEMA grant. Repairs to a damaged street light were approved. TruGreen will treat Ash trees in Veteran’s Park; citizens can have their Ash trees sprayed at the same time; cost depends on the diameter of the tree base; an ad will be in the paper. Mielke noted a correction to the minutes; “adding a new skate park” should be removed under Park Action Plan; additions to the skate park were discussed, not adding another park. m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the Properties Committee minutes of April 6th with correction.
City Finance: Schoen reported on the March 9th meeting. The bills were reviewed and approved. An insurance representative was scheduled to be at the April meeting to go over employee health insurance options. The committee recommended support of a resolution opposing the county wide property tax assessment proposal. The committee considered the abandonment of a liquor license for Miss Paige’s (Zig’s Hideaway); they have failed to operate for 150 days again this year; the city has no other available liquor licenses at this time; if the license is taken back from Miss Paige’s, the city can choose to give it to any qualified applicant. The committee voted to allow Miss Paige’s to keep the license for the remainder of this license period (June 30th), unless someone else asks for a license; in the event someone else wants the license, Miss Paige’s would have 10 days to get a signed offer to purchase or forfeit the license. m/s/c Hoffmann/Fischer to approve the City Finance minutes from March 9th.
Minutes from earlier tonight were not completed.
Water & Sewer:  

Streets & Highways:  

Board Reports:
Library Board:  

Zoning Board of Appeals:
Board of Health:  

Utility Board:  Minutes were in the packets.
City Plan Commission:
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer: Anyone interested in attending the League Workshop or the Public Officials Program should let Rogers know. The Organizational Meeting is Tuesday, April 21st at 4:00 p.m. All incumbents won re-election without opposition. Board of Review will be May 11th from 1-3 p.m.
Fire: No report.
Library: Wilke reported Denise Pamperin and Le Ann Hopp were hired to replace Esther Burns. Burns was full-time. Hopp will start in June and will work 29 hours a week as the children’s librarian; she is currently a teacher at St. Martins. Pamperin will help out 5-10 hours a week in the adult programs. The cement may be poured for the gazebo project next month. The gazebo project is being funded by memorials. 
Police: Written report was in the packets. Meyer, Schultz and the Chief are in the formative stages of possibly declaring a house a public nuisance due to the large number of police calls involving the renters; the last call resulted in 5 disorderly conduct citations and an obstruction charge. The police have been there multiple times over the past year. There is enough history to justify taking action. The home owner does not reside in the city. As a follow-up, the Chief mentioned that a motorcyclist that was brought to his attention by committee members was cited for his exhaust system, non-registration and being non-licensed. 
Street: Mattes reported the pond spraying is on track to occur the 2nd week in May. Notifications are being published and sent to surrounding property owners. The grant received was just under $30,000.
Water & Sewer:  No report. 
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report: Included in the packets were the proposed committee assignments; no changes from last year. If anyone objects to their appointments, they should let Mielke or Rogers know right away. Mielke congratulated the re-elected and is looking forward to working with everyone for another year.  
Marion Pond Association: No report.
New Business:
a. Resolution 2015-04 – Budget Amendments #2015-01, 02, 03: Budget amendment 2015-01 brings the 2014 ending outlay balances forward into 2015. Amendment 2015-02 combines the wage accounts for the street/park departments into 1 account; Mattes will provide more labor detail in his monthly reports. (2015-03 moves funds to the new “WRS Unfunded Liability” account from the miscellaneous account). m/s/c uroll Hoffmann/Fischer to waive the reading and approve Resolution 2015-04.
b. Resolution 2015-05 – Opposing Elimination of Personal Property Tax: Mielke explained there is a bill in the works that would eliminate personal property tax; the same bill would also eliminate the state’s payment of computer aid to municipalities. There is no proposed funding to offset the cut in computer aid revenue; Marion’s computer aid revenue is just shy of $10,000; that revenue would just go away if this proposal is approved. The reduction in personal property tax would shift the tax burden to the residential tax payers; Rogers estimates approx. $23,000 would have to be redistributed from the businesses that currently pay personal property tax to the residential tax payers; if approved, the city only levy would increase by an estimated $1.59 per thousand of valuation. Zillmer voiced support of the elimination of personal property tax stating that, statewide, it is a good thing because a lot of money is spent on the administration of personal property tax and the revenue is disproportionately low for what’s expensed. After discussion, Mayor Mielke called for a motion on Resolution 2015-05 – Opposing the Elimination of Personal Property Tax. No motion received.
c. Application for 6 Month Class “B” Beer License-Marion Athletic Club-Jason Krueger, Agent: m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to approve the application for 6 month class “B” beer license for the Marion Athletic Club-Jason Krueger, Agent.
d. Application for Produce License-Kimberly Krieser, 1228 E. Prospect Avenue: m/s/c Fischer/Hoffmann to approve the produce license for Kim Krieser.
e. 2015 Whole Pond Weed Treatment Plan & Grant: The grant was received. The City cost will be roughly $8,900 (over two years) + $780 in permit fees. The Marion Pond Association will kick in at least 10% of the City portion. m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the whole pond weed treatment plan and grant.
f. Transition of Girl’s Summer Recreation Program to Summer Recreation to Citizen Group: This is a similar transition that occurred with the boy’s program. Community Properties approved the transition. The city staff will help them through the transition. There are funds in the girl’s account that the girls raised over the years; that money, and the equipment, will be available to the group to use. m/s/c Schoen/Fisher to begin the transition of the girl’s summer rec program to a citizen group.

g. Review of Part-Time Help – Street/Parks: Mayor Mielke compiled a 5-year history of hours worked during the summer months for the street/park department in response to questions raised last month. It shows labor hours have been steadily decreasing since 2010. Schoen questioned the amount of 2015 labor hours needed. Mattes said the weather, the new park equipment installation and the concession stand remodel will all play a role in the number of hours summer staff work this year. Schoen doesn’t want the number of hours to go back up.
h. Operator’s License Applications:  Applications from David Jueds and Jennifer Krueger were presented for approval. Both were approved by the police department.  m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve David Jueds and Jennifer Krueger for operator’s licenses.
Unfinished Business:  
Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll Vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Schoen to approve the payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were included in the packets. March money transfers included $66,981.00 transferred from the City Money Market account to Pooled Cash account on March 17th to pay the monthly bills. 
m/s/c uroll Schoen/Fischer to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Organizational Meeting

4/21

4:00 pm

Joint Community Properties/Street
5/4

4:00 pm
Public Protection


5/4

5:00 pm
Utility Board



5/6

4:30 pm

Open Book



5/11

10:00 am – 12 pm
Board of Review


5/11

1:00 pm – 3:00 pm
Finance



5/11

4:30 pm 
Council



5/11

6:00 pm
Mielke invited the rest of council to sit in on the May Finance meeting as the auditors will present the 2014 financial statements and reports.
Closed Session: m/s/c uroll Fischer/Hoffmann to move into closed session according to ss19.85(1)(e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session (consider possible sales of public land). TIME: 6:40 p.m.
Open Session: m/s/c Fischer/Hoffmann to return to open session. TIME: 7:06 p.m.
m/s/c Fischer/Hoffmann to adjourn. Time: 7:06 pm

Mary S. Rogers

Clerk-Treasurer

