
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – March 10, 2014
Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Tom Nolan, Scott Zillmer, Arlyn Fischer, Ken Williamson, Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen
Others present: John Bork, Trinitie Wilke, Chief Dave Walker, Dale Braun, City Attorney Mike Meyer, Mike Lefebvre (Graef), Vicki Taggatz-Clussman, Keith Steckbauer, Ken Dunlavy
Arriving Later: Paul Schultz (6:36 p.m.)
m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Fischer/Schoen to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the minutes of February 10, 2014.
Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  Vicki Taggatz-Clussman and Keith Steckbauer introduced themselves as candidates for Circuit Court Judge, Branch 2 Waupaca County. The election is April 1st. A debate between the two candidates will be held on Wednesday, March 12th, beginning at 7:00 p.m. at the Masonic Lodge in Manawa.
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus, the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp, and the Wisconsin Taxpayer were in the packets. Rogers read a note from Sally Matson-Hermann thanking Officer Schultz and Dave Mattes for going beyond their job duties and retrieving her cane from a storm sewer.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  Fischer reported they met February 17th and went over employee handbook revisions. The city no longer has health insurance so the city will pay 80% of a COBRA premium until a policy can be secured, then the city will pay 80% of the regular health insurance premiums. Revisions to the Retirement accounts include Act 10 updates. Revisions to the PTO include allowing employees to carry over up to 24 comp and vacation hours that accumulate during the month of December due to emergency situations like snow plowing. 
m/s/c Zillmer/Hoffmann to approve the minutes of the Personnel committee meeting of February 17th.
DEVIATED – Library Department Report: 
Wilke reported this month’s Cultures & Cuisine theme is Mardi Gras. The week of March 24th is “Bloom into Spring” in honor of Pat Pamperin; the public is invited to come in and make flowers to display in the windows. The Birthday Bash Raffle ticket sales start tomorrow for the library’s anniversary. The annual art show will be April 14 -18. April is also be foods for fines.
Public Protection: Schoen reported they met March 3rd. Officer Steenbock is doing well in training but he is in the final running for a full-time position with another agency. The department successfully completed the TIME system audit. An out of town newspaper printed an inaccurate report regarding Officer Krause and the dog bite; the Marion Advertiser printed a correct version of events. On 2/21 Chief Walker declared the dog involved as viscous; the owners need to comply with a list of requirements to keep the dog. The fishing derby went well. Uniforms, badges and other reusable items are returned to the department when an officer leaves; the city can’t require officers to stay on a certain length of time as a form of reimbursement. 
m/s/c Zillmer/Hoffmann to approve the minutes from Public Protection (March 3rd). 
Community Properties:  Schoen reported they also met March 3rd. A street light was taken out as a result of a car accident; the replacement pole will be put up on the corner of NE 3rd & Robert. Mattes recommended a generator for city hall for $8,550 but the committee wanted another month to think about it. Mattes is working with Connie Abert on the park survey. Mattes, Nolan and members of the Pond Association were getting together with weed spraying companies on March 6th. Graef will shoot grades at the library when the weather is better. The committee asked Wilke to get another quote for the electronic display at the library; Wilke has pledges totally about $6,000 for the two-sided electronic sign so far. Schoen wants the parking lanes downtown cleared even if the snowfall doesn’t total 2 inches. Snow plowing wages are at 43% of budget; street expenses are at 20% due to fuel and salt purchases. Schoen said the crew did an awesome job this winter given the amount of snow received. The committee agreed to negotiate the terms of the lease for 209 N Main on a case-by-case basis. Mattes will be advertising for a part-time summer employee. The Youth Baseball program is forming a 501c3 and working to become independent from the city. The roof drains at St. Johns were discussed. m/s/c Fischer/Hoffmann to approve the Community Properties meeting minutes (of March 3rd). 
City Finance: Zillmer reported they met prior to this meeting to review the monthly bills, bank statements, and financial reports and found everything to be in order. They recommended repealing the Soda Water Beverages ordinance. Schultz’s Supper Club’s liquor license was discussed and deferred to council. The ordinance regarding the organizational meeting needs to be changed and they also proposed changing the start time of the regular council meeting from 6:30 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Different investment options for idle funds are being considered. m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to approve the City Finance meeting minutes of March 10th . 

Water & Sewer:  No report.

Streets & Highways:  No report.

Board Reports:
Library Board:  No report.
Zoning Board of Appeals: No report.
Board of Health:  No report.

Utility Board:  Minutes were on the table.
City Plan Commission: No report.
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer:  Rogers reported the cleaning/purging/sorting is ongoing; over 2 tons of paper has been shredded so far; about another 1,000 pounds will be shredded on March 13. The Police Department is just getting started going through their old paperwork.
Fire: Written report was in the packets. 
Library: Deviated to earlier on the agenda.
Police:  Written report was in the packet. Walker is very pleased that both Marion and Manawa passed the TIME audits.  
Street:  No report.
Water & Sewer:  Bork reported there have been 2 water main breaks, 18 frozen laterals thawed and 70 places running water.
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report:  Mayor Mielke read an announcement from Wisconsin Rural Water Association; the City of Marion is nominated for the Wastewater System of the Year Award; the winner will be announced March 26th. Bork was congratulated; just being nominated is an honor.
Marion Pond Association: Braun reported on the March 6th meeting with 4 companies to address weed control. They would like to go with Stantec Consulting. Item will be on the next community properties agenda.
New Business:
a. Application for Temporary Class “B” License – Mid-State Ice Racing – March 29, 2014: m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the temporary Class “B” license for Mid-State Ice Racing for March 29th.
b. “Class “B” Combination Liquor & Beer License Abandonment: Meyer gave background on the license status of the former Schultz’s Supper Club. The supper club has not operated since June, 2013 and they did not renew their license July 1st, 2013. Per City Ordinance 383-17 (B), the license can be considered abandoned and possibly reissued to another individual/establishment. The supper club is in the process of being tuned back over to the former owner, Ken Dunlavy. Dunlavy anticipates operating the business for at least 150 days during the 2014-2015 license period. In Meyer’s opinion, the council is not required to say the license is revoked even with Prima Facie evidence that the establishment has not operated in the last six months. If the Schultz’s wish to renew the license they need to make application for the remainder of 2014, provide a copy of their seller’s permit and pay a pro-rated fee. The application then needs to be published and put on the next council agenda. After discussion, m/s/c Nolan/Zillmer to accept the renewal from Mr. Schultz (for a “Class B” License) to renew his license going forward so the license may stay with the business (pro-rated from this point to the July 1st renewal date). 
c.  Memo of Understanding between the County of Waupaca and the City of Marion for the Statewide Voter Registration System: Rogers became certified in SVRS at the end of January and is now qualified to be a self-provider.Waupaca County has already done most tasks associated with the February & April elections; Rogers will transition in during the August & November elections. Rogers recommends signing the agreement and paying the fee of $400.00 for relying on Waupaca County through the transition phase. m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the Memo of Understanding between the County of Waupaca and the City of Marion for the Statewide Voter Registration System.
d. Applications for Operator’s Licenses: Applicants are Staci Carper and Chantea Braddock; both were approved by the police department. m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the operator’s licenses as presented.
Unfinished Business:  None.
Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Schoen to approve the payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report and money transfers were included in the packets. Transfers included $135,218 transferred from the Pooled Cash account to the City Money Money Market Account on February 5th; $112,000 transferred from the Pooled Cash account to the City Money Market Account on February 6th; $287,226 transferred from the City Money Market Account to the Pooled Cash account on February 18th; $50,000 transferred from the City Money Market Account to the Pooled Cash account on February 27th. m/s/uroll Schoen/Zillmer to approve the treasurer’s report and all money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Election



4/1

7:00 am – 8:00 pm

Utility Board



4/2

4:30 pm

Community Properties/Street
4/7

4:00 pm

Public Protection


4/7

5:00 pm 
Finance Committee


4/14

5:30 pm (changed to 5:00 p.m.)
Public Hearing



4/14

6:15 pm – Soda Ordinance
Council




4/14

6:30 pm
A special Community Properties meeting may be needed for the pond item – Rogers will check with Mattes.

Closed Session:  None.
Open Session:  N/A
m/s/c Williamson/Nolan to adjourn. Time: 7:21 p.m.
Mary S. Rogers
Clerk-Treasurer

