
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – October 14, 2013
Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Tom Nolan, Scott Zillmer, Arlyn Fischer, Ken Williamson, Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen
Others present: Dave Mattes, John Bork, Trinitie Wilke, Chief David Walker, Richard Paisar, Kathleen Winkler, Dan Brandenburg, Dale Braun, Lee Much, Ron Much, Ronn Whitford, Patti Laux, City Attorney Mike Meyer
m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Nolan/Zillmer to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the council minutes of September 9, 2013.

Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  

a. Presentation of a Life-Saving Award – Richard Paisar: The Mayor presented Paisar with an award for saving the life of Kathleen Winkler. Winkler had fallen out of her motorized wheelchair and into the pond. Paisar saved her from drowning. Paisar acknowledged the award by stating it was divine intervention; he would not have been in that location at that time if his recently passed wife would have been alive. Winkler presented Paisar with an intricately carved walking stick in appreciation.

Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus, the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp and the Wisconsin Taxpayer were in the packets. Also included in the packets was a thank you from the Field of Praise Committee for the use of the athletic field.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  No Report.

Public Protection: Schoen reported they met with the Town Advisory committee for the annual meeting on September 19th.  They received an update on MABAS. The new chassis is at Custom Fab and Body and undergoing modifications. They recommended renewing the 3-year fire protection contract and approved the 2014 budget. 
Schoen reported the committee also met jointly with Finance on October 7th. A citizen was present to request additional patrols on Parkview Avenue. It was determined that the squad replacement could be stretched another year; the K9 squad replacement will also be extended out another year. The committee approved a contract with Heartland Business System for 2014 computer support in the amount of $8,193; it includes an initial 30 hour support block. Part-time officer wages are proposed to increase $1.00/hr. The municipal court’s projected 2013 shortfall for Marion is $1,298; the state senate passed the $10 increase in municipal court fees earlier today. The building inspector was present to bring them up-to-date on the public nuisance properties. m/s/c Zillmer/Nolan to approve the minutes from the joint Public Protection meeting with the Townships on September 19th and the Public Protection/Finance meeting on October 7th. 
Community Properties:  Schoen reported they met October 7th. Members of the American Legion were present to update the committee on the proposed memorial at Veterans Park; the estimated cost is $50,000 and is anticipated to be fully funded through engravings; the committee recommended approval to allow them to continue on with the memorial. The committee also approved renting out the other half of the city hall building to Jodi Baldwin and Kristy Begrow for a gourmet coffee/tanning/screen printing shop. Asbestos removal at The Nose was approved at a cost not to exceed $500 for the city. Mattes is nearing the goal on private donations for the disc golf course. The pond sample results are still not in. Mattes was directed to check with Scott Breitrick on the cost of taking over the brush pick-up. Brush grinding at the Vos farm will be cheaper than it cost three years ago. The Booster Club donated benches for the athletic field. Thank you’s will go out to the Booster Club and to the Lionesses and Ronn Whitford for their work at Veteran’s Park. m/s/c Fischer/Hoffman to approve the Community Properties/Street Committee minutes of October 7th.
City Finance: Zillmer reported they met September 9th. They reviewed the bills and bank statements and found them to be in order. They also reviewed the 2014 preliminary budget; expenses are up and revenues are down. The outlays are being decreased to make up for the shortfall. They recommended stretching out the squad replacement schedule. They also discussed selling 30 acres north of Highway 45 in 2-3 years to help with future budgets. Mattes is working on a FEMA grant to help with water problems at the senior center. A loan will be taken out to pay for the fire truck. The dam litigation revenue will go towards the park and contingency outlays. The 2014 fee schedule was recommended for approval. An ordinance to adopt state statutes regarding bids and allowing department heads to make purchases up to $1,500 prior to council approval was discussed. Another ordinance to allow the clerk to issue certain checks up to $300 prior to council approval and to retain nominal overpayments up to $3.00 was also discussed. A bond for the police chief was approved.  m/s/c Schoen/Williamson to approve the Finance minutes of September 9th.   
The October 14th Finance minutes from earlier tonight were not available. The liability bond for the mayor and council was tabled pending more information from Meyer. Meyer explained the general rule of immunity and potential gaps in that immunity. Meyer contacted the League of Wisconsin Municipalities and they agreed that there is potential exposure for liability; Meyer recommends coverage for the council/mayor; possibly $100,000/$300,000.
Water & Sewer:  No report.

Streets & Highways:  No report.

Board Reports:
Library Board:  No report.
Zoning Board of Appeals: No report.
Board of Health:  No report.

Utility Board:  Minutes were in the packets.
City Plan Commission: No report.
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer:  No report.
Fire: Written report was in the packets. 
Library: Wilke reported Burns was 1 of 25 librarians selected to attend the state small library conference; the DPI representative said they were impressed with Burn’s enthusiasm and knowledge. Landscaping clean-up is underway; the new concrete curbing is in. Mike Lefebvre’s wife, a retired school teacher, donated hundreds of books to the library. The first night of “Cultures and Cuisine Club” drew 16 people and resulted in 4 new library users. The usage numbers are down, but program numbers are up.
Police:  Walker reported the roof antenna had a bad connection and has been repaired. Clintonville will be installing a new repeater for the radio system; it will require some reprogramming, but the cost to Marion will be minimal. The nuisance properties will addressed in meeting with Meyer and the building inspector on Thursday. Walker thanked the council and community at large for the warm welcome he has received.
Street:  Mattes reported the parks are being closed up for the season.
Water & Sewer:  No report.
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report:  No report.
Marion Pond Association: Braun reported the next meeting is 6:30 p.m. on October 21st.  500 large Northern were added and more Crappie will be added soon. 
New Business:
a. Veteran’s Park Memorial- American Legion – Ronn Whitford: Whitford and Lee Much gave an update and passed around preliminary drawings of the memorial. They visited other memorials in Tigerton, Clintonville and Shiocton to get a feel for what they would like here. The Legion budgeted $50,000 as a starting point; it will be funded through the sale of the bricks for $100 - $125 and through sponsors. They would like to see cement curbing around the memorial. It will take at least a year to complete. m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the space at Veteran’s Park for a future Veteran’s Park Memorial through fundraising by the American Legion.
b. Waupaca County Economic Development Corporation Board Appointment – Curt Ignacio: Mielke has conflicts with the meeting dates and times; she asked to appoint Curt Ignacio as her replacement. m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to approve Curt Ignacio as the Marion representative to serve on the Waupaca County Development Corporation Board.
c. Agreement of Lease between Jody Baldwin and Kristy Begrow and the City of Marion: Meyer reviewed the agreement; it is a month-to-month lease @ $250/mo. m/s/c Zillmer/Fischer to approve the lease between Jody Baldwin and Kristy Begrow and the City of Marion for the other half of the City Hall building.
d. Agreement of Lease between the School District of Marion and the City of Marion: No changes were made to the annual lease agreement. m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the annual lease between the School District of Marion and the City of Marion for the use of the athletic field.
e. Resolution 2013-8 Budget Amendment 2013-03: The resolution accounts for the township share of the fire truck chassis in the amount of $43,091. m/s/uroll Fischer/Hoffmann to waive the reading of and approve Resolution 2013-8 (Budget Amendment 2013-03); Zillmer abstained.
f. Fire Protection Contract w/Townships (3 year): The only change to the contract is the cost –share breakdown; it’s now based upon equalized value of improvements instead of population. m/s/uroll Schoen/Williamson to approve the fire department contract with the townships for another three years; Zillmer abstained.
g. CliftonLarsonAllen Auditing Services for 2013: Did not arrive. Tabled.
h. Applications for Operator’s Licenses:  Applicants are Shannon Miller, Monica Britzke, and Sheryl Curtis. All were approved by the police department. m/s/c Schoen/Fisher to approve the operator license applications of Shannon Miller, Monica Britzke and Sheryl Curtis as presented.
Unfinished Business:  None.
Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Schoen to approve all payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report and money transfers were included in the packets. Transfers included $50,000 on September 10th from the City Money Market account to the Pooled Cash account to pay monthly bills and $65,879 from the Water and Sewer Money Market to Pooled Cash to move the September Water and Sewer revenues less expenses. m/s/uroll Schoen/Fischer to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Community Properties/Street
11/4

4:00 pm

Public Protection w/towns

11/4

5:00 pm 
Utility Board



11/6

4:30 pm

Finance Committee


11/11

4:30 pm 

Public Hearing – Ordinance 2013-04
11/11

5:45 pm

Public Hearing – Ordinance 2013-05
11/11

6:00 pm

Public Hearing – 2014 Budget

11/11

6:15 pm

Council




11/11

6:30 pm

Closed Session:  None.
Open Session:  N/A
m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to adjourn. Time: 7:10 p.m.
Mary S. Rogers
Clerk-Treasurer

