
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – October 13, 2014
Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Arlyn Fischer, Ken Williamson, Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen, Tom Nolan, Scott Zillmer
Others present: John Bork, Officer Kevin Schultz, Dave Mattes, Dan Brandenburg, Trinitie Wilke, Attorney Michael Meyer, Mike Lefebvre (Graef), Lynn Harbaugh
m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Fischer/Schoen to approve the minutes from September 8th, 2014.
Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  Lynn Harbaugh asked to rent bleachers for an auction on March 26th; he will take care of the transport. Item will be added to the Community Properties meeting agenda.  
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus, the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp, and the Wisconsin Taxpayer were in the packets; also in the packets was a Thank You from the Family of Ted Schertz and a United Fund Campaign request. The Mayor suggested everyone read the WCEDC newsletter about the ability to have a workforce in the future. The United Fund Campaign request is for employees, not for the city as a whole.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  
Public Protection: Williamson reported on the September 18th joint meeting with the fire coalition. MABAS has been working great. Larrabee is moving some coverage area from Clintonville to Marion to better serve everybody. Stuhr provided a revised budget. The firefighter hourly wage rate remains unchanged at $14.66. Insurance was up quite a bit due to building reevaluations. Radio replacement and repairs were discussed. Larrabee has not provided new equalized value numbers yet. 
The committee also met on October 6th. The status of nuisance properties and raze orders were discussed. The Chiefs report was reviewed. More money was spent on the patrol squad to repair the manifold intake. A person of interest was arrested for the 2nd hardware store burglary. A Heroin Summit will be held in Manawa on November 7th. m/s/c Schoen/Nolan to approve the Public Protection meeting minutes from September 18th and October 6th.
Community Properties: Fischer reported they met on October 6th. They recommended going with De Groot and Meyer for the library water discharge option. They discussed a fee for the exclusive use of the athletic field concession stand. Nothing new on The Nose property. Mattes is working on compiling information from the citizen park surveys. Brandenburg will publish an article next spring regarding the disc golf. Custom roll-up doors are being purchased for the concession stand. Mattes proposed the fire lane behind Carver Wood be left to grow wild and to dig a trench down the middle to help stop area flooding.  m/s/c Hoffmann/Fischer to approve the minutes from the Community Properties/Street committee meeting of October 6th. 
City Finance: Schoen reported on the September 8th meeting. TIF 3 closed and the closing audit report reviewed; some dates were changed. They discussed hiring a 3rd full-time police officer and reviewed overtime hours and part-time officer hours. Marion is saving on the cost of hiring part-time officers by hiring officers already trained and equipped from Manawa. The Chief does not recommend leaving shifts open as a way of saving on labor. The committee also began initial discussion a possible ordinance regarding housing standards. The 2015 department head budgets were reviewed.  m/s/c Zillmer/Williamson to approve the committee meeting minutes for Finance for September 8th. 
Water & Sewer:  No report.

Streets & Highways:  No report.

Board Reports:
Library Board:  No report.
Zoning Board of Appeals: No report.
Board of Health:  No report.

Utility Board:  Minutes were in the packet.
City Plan Commission: No report.
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer:  The phone conversion should take place on October 29th. The generators are set to proceed to install. The timecards are on the back burner until the phones and generators are installed. Rogers will be taking intermittent Family Medical Leave due to an ongoing family emergency.
Fire: Written report was on the table. 
Library: Wilke reported the Friends of Library are raffling off an autographed football. The Deer Hunters bake sale is November 21st. They are making an “I Create” space with laptops, IPads, electronic circuits, robotic Lego kits, sewing machines, etc. 
Police: The written report was in the packets. 
Street:   Mattes reported they are shutting down the parks and taking out the docks. The new doors for the concession stand should be in next week.
Water & Sewer:  No report. 
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report:   
Marion Pond Association: 
New Business:
a. Acknowledgement of Meyer Law Firm Years of Service: The Meyer Law Firm has been serving the City of Marion for 100 years. Michael Meyer is the 3rd generation. Meyer received a round of applause and thanked the Council for the acknowledgment. 
b. Sump Pit Drain Pipe Installation Quotes – Marion Public Library: The Mayor informed the Council an updated quote was received from De Groot in the amount of $26,150  because the length had to be extended by 40 ft. The Meyer quote is unchanged. The two companies will work together to complete the project. The intent is to get it done this year. m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Hoffmann to go ahead with this project (with the change in the De Groot quote).
c. Set 2014 Trick-or-Treat Hours: m/s/c Hoffmann/Nolan to set the Halloween trick-or-treat hours from 6:00 – 8:00 p.m. on October 31st.
d. Agreement of 2014 Auditing Services - CliftonLarsonAllen:  The dollar amount is the same as last year. A correction on page 7 of the agreement will be made to change it from the State of Minnesota to the State of Wisconsin. m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Fischer to approve the audit agreement with CliftonLarsonAllen for 2014.
e. Agreement of 2015 Lease – Marion Athletic Field/Marion School District: m/s/c uroll Schoen/Fischer to approve the 2015 agreement of lease with the Marion School District for the Athletic Field.
f. Agreement of 2015-2017 Assessing Services – Appraisal Services and Data Processing Systems, Inc.: Increase of $200 for the 3 year agreement. m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Nolan to approve the agreement for assessing services with Appraisal Services.
g. Proclamation – Freedom from Workplace Bullies Week – October 19-25, 2014: m/s/c Fischer/Hoffmann to approve the proclamation declaring October 19-25, 2014 as “Freedom from Workplace Bullies” week.
h. Memo of Understanding between the City of Marion and the County of Waupaca for the Statewide Voter Registration System: Annual cost is $400. m/s/c Zillmer/Williamson to approve the Memo of Understanding between the City of Marion and the County of Waupaca for the Statewide Voter Registration System.
i. Approval of Long-Term Lease Agreement – American Tower Corp – Cell Tower: The Utility Board already approved the extension of the existing land lease for the area that the cell tower sits on, but council approval is also recommended. The proposed extension is good until 2052. It includes a $15,000 signing bonus from the tower company and a 15% rent increase in 2032. The normal annual rent increases is 3% year, which is the same as the current lease.  ATT is in the process of adding another unit on the tower. We get $100/mo. per unit on the tower. All revenue goes to the Utilities. m/s/c Zillmer/Fischer to approve the extension of the long-term lease agreement with American Tower Corp. 
j. Raze Orders Nuisance Properties: Attorney Meyer updated the committee on the 2 razed orders that were served. The 30 day notices were up yesterday on both properties. Eileen May of 735 S. Main is asking for an extension; Meyer requested something in writing that shows a concrete date that a demolition would happen; he has not heard back. m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to give an extension on the raze order for 735 S. Main Street on the basis that the home owner provide a written commitment by someone who is going to tear it down by a date certain or the city may exercise its option to proceed.   
Meyer was contacted by the attorney for Glenn Holbrook, owner of 111 W. Ramsdell Street. Holbrook moved to California; he’s not going to tear it down and wants to give the building to the bank or the City. The bank involved doesn’t want the building because of environmental and other concerns. The property is near “The Nose”, but the driveway in between is owned by John Davis. The taxes are almost current, so the county won’t be taking it back any time soon on back taxes. Discussions on liens, special assessments, taxes, tearing it down with “The Nose”, asbestos, money judgments, creating a vision corner and parking. Mattes was advised to get a ballpark cost to tear it down. Deferred to Community Properties. 
k. Operator’s License Applications:  One application was received and approved by the police department. m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to approve the operator’s license for Jamie Reeck.
Unfinished Business:  

Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll Vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Schoen to approve the payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report and money transfers were included in the packets. Money transfers included $297,583 transferred from the City Money Market to the Pooled Cash on September 9th; $50,000 transferred from the City Money Market to Pooled Cash on September 22nd; $50,000 transferred from Pooled Cash to the City Money Market on September 22nd; $16,612 transferred from the Water and Sewer Money Market to Pooled Cash on September 9th.  m/s/c uroll Schoen/Fischer to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Public Protection w/Towns Advisory
10/23

6:00 pm (fire hall)
Community Prop/Street

11/3

4:00 pm 

Public Protection                                 11/3

5:15 pm 

Election



11/4

7:00 am – 8:00 pm (fire hall)
Utility Board



11/5

4:30 pm

Finance



11/10

5:00 pm (CHANGED)
Public Hearing – Budget

11/10

5:45 pm

Council




11/10

6:00 pm

Closed Session:  Item concerning the selling of property has been delayed. m/s/c uroll Schoen/Hoffmann to move into closed session according to ss 19.85(1) (c) considering employment, promotion, compensation or performance evaluation data of any public employee over which the governmental body has jurisdiction or exercises responsibility (employee performance evaluation and compensation).  TIME: 6:49 p.m.

Open Session: m/s/c Nolan/Fischer to move into open session. Time: 7:22 p.m.
m/s/c uroll Schoen/Fischer to approve the pay increases (as proposed by the Mayor).
m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to recommend the budget to public hearing.
m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to adjourn. Time: 7:23 p.m.

Mary S. Rogers

Clerk-Treasurer

