
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – January 13, 2014
Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen, Tom Nolan, Scott Zillmer, Arlyn Fischer, Ken Williamson
Others present: John Bork, Dave Mattes, Trinitie Wilke, Chief Dave Walker, Dale Braun, and City Attorney Mike Meyer
m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the minutes of December 9th.

Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  None.
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus and the Wisconsin Taxpayer were in the packets. No report from the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  No Report.

Public Protection: Schoen reported they met January 6th. No response yet from the owner of 111 W. Ramsdell regarding a structural engineer inspection. Chief Walker attended a meeting regarding a homeless shelter in New London. The new snow removal policy is in effect. Officer Dey has started. Heartland has taken over the computer support and is working on projects that were part of the quote. A citizen complaint was discussed regarding snow blowing prior to 7:00 am. Another citizen complaint about a parking ticket was discussed. m/s/c Zillmer/Williams to approve the minutes as presented (from the January 6th Public Protection committee meeting). 
Community Properties:  Schoen reported they also met January 6th. Fischer and Mattes evaluated the street lighting and made recommendations. If all the suggested changes are made, the estimated savings is $2,103. Alliant will unscrew the light bulbs first and we will wait for feedback from the police and public before any permanent changes are made. Mattes is drafting a new citizen survey; the last survey was done about 8 years ago and the top three priorities from that survey were completed – a sledding hill, skateboard park & disc golf course. Still no results on the pond samples. Braun requested a sub-committee be formed to look at weed spraying companies. Weed harvesting will begin as soon as possible and go up the mouth as far as possible to try to keep the water cooler. Size limits remain in effect until the end of 2015. Various adjustments to the property and liability insurance were discussed and tabled pending more discussion with the agent. The City Engineer is being consulted regarding possible alternatives to the pumps in the library basement. The new snow removal fee is $150.  m/s/c Fischer/Hoffmann to approve the Community Properties committee meeting minutes of January 6. 
City Finance: Zillmer reported on the December 9th meeting. They went over the monthly bills, bank statements and financial reports.  The only remaining enrollee has gone off the health insurance; the city no longer has an insurance policy. Bonding for the mayor and council was tabled. m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to approve the minutes from the December 9th   Finance Committee meeting. 

The committee also met earlier today and reviewed the bills, bank statements and financial reports and found them to be in order. A $100,000 bond for the mayor and council would cost $874; item will be discussed with the insurance agent at the February 3rd Community Properties meeting. m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to approve the Finance minutes of January 13th. 
Water & Sewer:  No report.

Streets & Highways:  No report.

Board Reports:
Library Board:  No report.
Zoning Board of Appeals: No report.
Board of Health:  No report.

Utility Board:  No report.
City Plan Commission: No report.
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer:  Rogers will be attending election training in Wausau January 28-30. The audit will be February 4 -7. There will be a Waupaca County primary on February 18 for Branch 2 Judge in Waupaca County. All Marion incumbents are running unopposed. 
Fire: Written report was on the table. 
Library: Wilke reported the library will host a Shakespearian story teller on Wednesday at 5:00 p.m. The Cultures and Cuisine theme for the month is Chinese. The library is being rearranged to better accommodate patrons. A coffee corner is set up; coffee is being sold for $1/cup. Dey is heading up a 6th grade reading program at the school. Books can be downloaded on electronic devices and checked out just like a hard copy.
Police:  Written report was in the packet. The department received ½ dozen complaints regarding snow removal on sidewalks.
Street:  Mattes reported they will be removing snow and widening streets the next couple of weeks. The sledding hill is getting a lot of use again this year.
Water & Sewer:  Bork reported underground pipes are starting to freeze; the warmer weather is causing some to burst.
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report:  No report.
Marion Pond Association: Braun reported Rick Jahnke resigned as president of the Pond Association; Ronn Whitford will be in charge of the meeting next Monday.
New Business:
a. Agreement between Waupaca County Health and Human Services and the City of Marion for the use of the Senior Center: The 2014 rental amount is $2,563.80, which is a 3% increase. m/s/c Zillmer/Fischer to approve the contract from Waupaca County Health and Human Services for the use of the Senior Center for the food program.
b. Applications for Operator’s Licenses:  None.
Unfinished Business:  Mielke asked Meyer about gaps in liability coverage regarding the Mayor & council. Meyer stated there are statutory limits regarding citizens suing a municipality; however, there may be certain situations under Title 42.1983 where the cap on limitations may not apply. Meyer thinks it’s highly unlikely it would be needed. He advised Mielke to check her personal liability umbrella policy to see if it covers action as a public official. Meyer’s written opinion from a few months ago will be distributed at the February 3 Community Properties meeting where the discussion will continue.
Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/uroll Schoen/Zillmer to approve the payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report and money transfers were included in the packets. Transfers included $50,000 transferred from the City Money Market account to the Pooled Cash account on December 10th to pay monthly bills; $150,000 transferred on December 24 and $150,000 transferred on December 31st from the Pooled Cash account to the City Money Market account to earn higher interest on idle tax revenue. m/s/uroll Zillmer/Schoen to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Community Properties/Street
2/3

4:00 pm

Public Protection


2/3

5:15 pm (time change)
Utility Board



2/5

4:30 pm

Finance Committee


2/10

5:30 pm 

Council




2/10

6:30 pm

A February Personnel meeting to discuss revisions to the employee handbook will be set at a later date.

Closed Session:  None.
Open Session:  N/A
m/s/c Zillmer/Hoffmann to adjourn. Time: 6:57 p.m.
Mary S. Rogers
Clerk-Treasurer

