
MARION COMMON COUNCIL MEETING – January 12, 2015
Mayor Mielke called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. and led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Present: Tom Nolan, Scott Zillmer, Arlyn Fischer, Ken Williamson, Scott Hoffmann, Aaron Schoen
Others present: Chief Dave Walker, John Bork, Dave Mattes, Dan Brandenburg, Attorney Michael Meyer. 
m/s/c Schoen/Hoffmann to approve the agenda. 

m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to deviate from the order of agenda if necessary.  

m/s/c Schoen/Zillmer to approve the minutes from December 8th.
Acknowledgement of Citizens/Open Forum:  John Bork thanked the City for the plant while he was hospitalized.
Communications/Petitions/Correspondence: Newsletters from Focus, the Waupaca County Economic Development Corp and the Wisconsin Taxpayer were in the packets as was a thank you from the Marion Public Library for the council’s support in 2014.
Standing Committee Reports:  

Personnel:  
Public Protection:  
Community Properties: 
City Finance: Minutes from earlier tonight were not completed.
Water & Sewer:  

Streets & Highways:  

Board Reports:
Library Board:  

Zoning Board of Appeals:
Board of Health:  

Utility Board:  Minutes were on the table.
City Plan Commission:
Department Reports:

Clerk-Treasurer: No report.
Fire: Written report was in the packets.
Library: No report.
Police: Walker reported a quiet holiday season. The department spent significant time in December on drug investigations; they successfully arrested a person that was bringing heroin into the area; that person was shot about a week later; the investigation ongoing so more details were not provided. A permit to live capture up to 100 geese was received. The new squad is available for viewing after the meeting. 
Street: Mattes and Schultz will attend a meeting with Waupaca County for the Implementation of Husbandry this Thursday; it pertains to Mavis and Kussman Roads.
Water & Sewer:  Bork reported he has medical tests scheduled for January 22nd and may miss a couple more days. Ray Mielke will cover. 
Miscellaneous Reports:
Mayor’s Report:   
Marion Pond Association:
New Business:
a. Agreement between Waupaca County Health and Human Services and the City of Marion for the use of the Senior Center: The agreement comes from Waupaca County for rental of the Senior Center for meal periods during the hours of 10 -2, M-F. Waupaca County sets the amount. m/s/c uroll Williamson/Fisher to approve the 2015 agreement between Waupaca County Health and Human Services and the City of Marion for the use of the Senior Center.
b. Approval of Action to Address Implements of Husbandry: Mattes explained “Implements of Husbandry” pertains to farm equipment; specifically those that exceed weight and height limits traveling on our roads; new farm equipment is much larger than in the past. They need a permit if they exceed the set limits. Waupaca County suggests all local municipalities approve option “F” which abides by State Act 377 to govern operation of agricultural vehicles on local streets. Option F is the most lenient. m/s/c Zillmer/Schoen to approve the action to address Implements of Husbandry option “F” (abiding by Act 377).
c. Resolution 2015-01: Partnership for Prosperity: Item was discussed at Finance and recommended for approval. The League of Wisconsin Municipalities is lobbying for legislative changes to support economic growth and job creation goals; this resolution would support their lobbying efforts. Mielke drew attention to the proposals that would tie the levy limit to the rate of inflation and to change the way transportation dollars are distributed. m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Schoen to waive the reading and approve Resolution 2015-01: Partnership for Prosperity.
d. Consider Property Surrender Agreement & Release – 111 W. Ramsdell & 612 N. Main: Meyer informed council that the owner does not plan to do anything further with the property (111 W. Ramsdell) and is offering it to the city. The building is under a raze order. If he does nothing, the city would have to pay to have it demolished and then try to recoup the money with a lien. The mortgage has been released by the bank; the bank doesn’t want the building because of possible contamination. This is just for 111 W. Ramsdell; 612 N Main is no longer involved according to Meyer. Discussions have occurred about demoing this building jointly with “The Nose” to save on costs. Bankruptcy is not involved. The county could end up with the property for back taxes in a few years. The police have ongoing problems trying to keep the building secure. The first estimate Mattes received for demoing the building came in very high; no other estimates have been received. There is no time limit on accepting or declining this offer; it’s unlikely they would withdraw the surrender request. Discussion on the salability of the lot; John Davis owns the driveway adjacent. Mattes was advised to talk more with Steingraber and get other estimates on demoing. Tabled.
e. Operator’s License Applications:  None. 
Unfinished Business:  

Approval of Payments: 

a. Clerk-Treasurer, Fire Department, Library, Police Department, Senior Center, Street Department, Payroll Vouchers and Utility Vouchers: The Finance Committee reviewed and signed the bills prior to the meeting and found them to be in order. m/s/c uroll Schoen/Fischer to approve the payments as presented. 

Treasurer’s Report:  

a. Approval of the Treasurer’s Report and Money Transfers: Copies of the Treasurer’s Report were included in the packets. December money transfers included $63,478 transferred from the City Money Market account to Pooled Cash account on December 9th; $25,705 transferred from Pooled Cash to the City Money Market account on December 16; and $171,709.78 and $234,058.00 transferred from Pooled Cash to the City Money Market on December 22nd and 31st to earn higher interest on tax revenue. m/s/c uroll Schoen/Zillmer to approve the treasurer’s report and money transfers as presented. 

Announcements:  Meeting Dates:

Joint Community Properties/Street
2/2

4:00 pm
Public Protection


2/2

5:15 pm
Utility Board



2/4

4:30 pm

Finance



2/9

5:00 pm
Council




2/9

6:00 pm

Closed Session:  m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Hoffmann to move into closed session according to ss19.85 (1) (e) Deliberating or negotiating the purchasing of public properties, the investing of public funds, or conducting other specified public business, whenever competitive or bargaining reasons require a closed session (consider possible sale of public land, and revolving loan fund – consider possible write-offs and renewals).  TIME: 6:23 p.m.
Open Session: m/s/c Fischer/Zillmer to move into open session. TIME:  6:45 p.m.     
m/s/c uroll Zillmer/Fisher to issue a 2 year addendum to Marion Home Center’s revolving loan.
m/s/c Schoen/Fischer to adjourn. Time: 6:46 p.m.

Mary S. Rogers

Clerk-Treasurer

